
 WHERE DISCOVERY MOVES

WHERE 
DISCOVERY MOVES
ADVANCING LIFE SCIENCES WITH PURPOSE.

The Cincinnati region has a long record of firsts in medical research, with researchers at the 
University of Cincinnati College of Medicine leading widely used advances including Benadryl 
and the FAST stroke identification methods. Cincinnati Children's Hospital Medical Center, 
ranked No. 1 among the best pediatric hospitals in the nation by U.S. News & World Report in 
2023, has served patients since 1884. 

Northern Kentucky is home to leading cancer research and therapeutics laboratories and the 
headquarters for CTI Clinical Trial and Consulting Services, which has been recognized with key 
industry awards for top-tier services including CRO Leadership Awards, Citeline Awards, Fierce 
Biotech CRO Awards, and more. Northern Kentucky is also home to LifeSciKY, a nonprofit Life 
Sciences incubator, helping companies start, scale and stay in Northern Kentucky. LifeSciKY
offers companies lab space, more than $1.7M+ in shared equipment, and access to leading 
universities, clinicians and researchers. 

#1
Best Children’s Hospital in 
the U.S.

LIFE SCIENCES AT A GLANCE:

“LifeSciKY offers a strong ecosystem for Life Sciences research, including access to talent, 
academic and industry collaboration opportunities and a supportive environment for 
innovation and growth. These factors made it an attractive location for advancing Mitsui 
Chemicals’ U.S. Life Sciences activities.”

Mehrdad Tabrizi, Senior Vice President at Mitsui Chemicals America

Ethos Labs  | $2.2M  | 300 Employees

PPD Global Central Labs  | $48.8M  | 250+ Jobs

Thermo Fisher Scientific  | $59M  | 200 Jobs

Zeiss Vision Care  | $20M  | 75 Jobs

RECENT ANNOUNCEMENTS

Biomedical Research 

Gene Therapy 

Medical Device Manufacturing 

Pharmaceuticals

SUBCLUSTERS

#2
Emerging Hub for Life 
Sciences

Source: Business Facilities, 2025

21.5%
Projected Employment 
Growth in NKY (2024 -2029)

Source: Lightcast



HEADQUARTERS & OFFICE

• CompMed

• CTI Clinical Trial and Consulting Services

• Daniels Health

• HealthWarehouse.com

• Quipt Home Medical

HEALTHCARE PROVIDERS

• Cincinnati Children’s Hospital Medical Center

• OrthoCincy

• St. Elizabeth Healthcare & Physicians

• The Christ Hospital Physicians

• UC Health Physicians

MEDICAL DEVICE MANUFACTURING

• ABB Optical Group

• Beam

• Beckman Coulter Inc.

• Gen Nine

• MILA International 

• Road ID

• ZEISS Vision Care

LABORATORY EQUIPMENT MANUFACTURING

• Analytical Solutions and Providers (ASAP)

BIOMEDICAL RESEARCH

• Ethos Labs

• Gravity Diagnostics

• Thermo Fisher

• ViaCordScientific

• Wood Hudson Cancer Research Laboratory

BIOLOGIC

• Bexion Pharmaceuticals

LIFESCIKY

• CARTx

• Clareo Biosciences

• Mitsui Chemicals InnoCell

• PAN Biologics 

• Riverfront Genomics

• Simbryo Technologies 

WORKFORCE OVERVIEW

WORKFORCE OVERVIEWLIFE SCIENCES 
LEADERS:
Among the 20+ medical and 
pharmaceutical research labs, healthcare 
providers, laboratory equipment 
manufacturers, and headquarters in 
Northern Kentucky, these companies are 
drawing on an educated talent base and 
well-trained workforce.

Life Sciences Industries in the Cincinnati MSA

INDUSTRY EMPLOYEES AVG. ANNUAL WAGES

Research and Development in the Physical, Engineering, and Life 
Sciences(except Nanotechnology and Biotechnology) 3,749 $125,135

Medical Laboratories 2,358 $77,908

Pharmaceutical Preparation Manufacturing 2,508 $101,654

Other Scientific and Technical Consulting Services 766 $99,807

Research and Development in Biotechnology (except 
Nanobiotechnology) 720 $140,877

Surgical and Medical Instrument Manufacturing 429 $117,027

Diagnostic Imaging Centers 259 $78,628

Surgical Appliance and Supplies Manufacturing 274 $81,549

Dental Laboratories 175 $60,358

In-Vitro Diagnostic Substance Manufacturing 37 $125,783

Medicinal and Botanical Manufacturing 83 $112,278

Research and Development in Nanotechnology 40 $144,392

Ophthalmic Goods Manufacturing 18 $78,560

Dental Equipment and Supplies Manufacturing 31 $71,495

Biological Product (except Diagnostic) Manufacturing <10 Insf. Data

Total 11,447 $105,925

Source: Lightcast

Northern Kentucky draws from one of the most talented and diverse labor pools in the Midwest, 
anchored by the Greater Cincinnati metropolitan area. A strong network of universities, community 
colleges, and technical training programs equip graduates with the skills employers need across 
industries ranging from logistics and technology to Life Sciences and healthcare. World-class 
institutions like Cincinnati Children's Hospital Medical Center, ranked No. 1 among the best 
pediatric hospitals in the nation, attract top medical and research talent that strengthens the 
region's healthcare and Life Sciences workforce. Competitive wages, a lower cost of living, and a 
high quality of place make Northern Kentucky a place where businesses can find, grow, and keep 
the talent they need.

Wage Comparison

REGION AVG. ANNUAL WAGE

Cincinnati $105,925

Columbus $110,930

Indianapolis $199,823

Louisville $99,153

Source: Lightcast
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