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WHERE FOOD & FLAVORING
MOVE INDUSTRIES

Strategically positioned for food, flavor, and perishables, Northern Kentucky is experiencing high Im Labof Shed
growth and expansion in Food, Flavor, and Beverage research, manufacturing, and distribution. e
The Food and Beverage sector employs more than 24,000 people in the area and experienced a
19 percent increase in regional job growth between 2019 and 2024.

FOOD & FLAVORING AT A GLANCE:

Location for population served
within a 1-day drive

Source: Claritas

Jobs Concentration Compared
to U.S. Average
Popular food, candy, bourbon, and beer is made in Northern Kentucky. Family food favorites like rget Industry Study
Keebler® Fudge Stripes cookies, Red Baron® pizzas, and Airheads® are just a few.

The Northern Kentucky region is a key part of the Cincinnati MSA. Centrally located on the I-75
corridor with strong rail service, an inland port, and two major air cargo hubs at the
Cincinnati/Northern Kentucky International Airport (CVG), the Northern Kentucky region is a
proven location for the Food, Flavor, and Beverage industry. Bakery Express | $20M | 225 jobs
80 Acres Farms | $74M | 125 jobs
Castellini | $16.6M | 180 jobs
Machine & Machine Tools Chick-fil-A Supply | $100M | 178 jobs
Chemicals, Plastics & Niagara Bottling | $129.8M | 60 jobs
Composites SYGMA Kentucky | 300 jobs

RECENT ANNOUNCEMENTS

Northern Kentucky Food & Flavoring Companies by Sector

Production &

Manufacturing o
Distribution &

Packaging
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MAJOR
EMPLOYERS:

80 Acres Farms
Bakery Express Midwest
Ferrero

Lyons Magnus
MarfoFMA

McLane Company
Newly Weds Foods
Niagara Bottling
Perfetti Van Melle USA
Schwan’s Company
Taylor Farms

Tyson Foods - Hillshire Brands

ADM Flavors

ADM Global Technology Center
Darling Ingredients

Flottweg Separation Technology
Galerie Candy & Gifts

Givaudan

Kona Ice

Remke

Steuart Nutrition

ZoomEssence

Chick-fil-A Supply

Coca Cola

Dollar General

Novolex

R.A Jones

SYGMA, a Sysco Company
United Dairy Farmers
Verst Logistics

Zumbiel Packaging

Alexandria Brewing Company
Bircus Brewing Co.

Boone County Distilling Co.
Braxton Brewing Company
Darkness Brewing

New Riff Distilling

Wooden Cask Brewing Company
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WORKFORCE OVERVIEW P

Among the 50+ Food, Flavor, and Beverage companies in Northern Kentucky, these major
employers are drawing on an educated talent base and well-trained workforce. Cincinnati
State offers a Bachelor of Applied Science degree in Culinary and Food science, preparing
students to join the food industry as entry-level food scientists and technologists, or to enter
related occupational areas including product research and development, quality controland
food safety, regulatory compliance, food production supervision, and specialty ingredient
sales.

Food & Flavoring Industries in the Cincinnati MSA

INDUSTRY 2025 JOBS AVG. EARNINGS PER JOB
Sugar and Confectionery Product Manufacturing 641 $93,078
;r;:uaf\ggu\ﬁﬁztable Preserving and Specialty Food 1,681 $86,237
Animal Slaughtering and Processing 3,618 $83,947
Bakeries and Tortilla Manufacturing 3,213 $67,530
Other Food Manufacturing 7,107 $92,916
Beverage Manufacturing 3,763 $88,124
Other General Purpose Machinery Manufacturing 20,024 $85,766

Source: Lightcast

Wage Comparison

REGION AVG. ANNUAL WAGE

Cincinnati $85,766
Columbus $73,259
Indianapolis $73,908
Louisville $98,385

Source: Lightcast
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